Isaiah 33 — “The Lord Will Rise Up”
Lesson Aim

To explore Isaiah 33 as both a prophetic warning and a message of hope, revealing how
God's justice and mercy intersect in times of national and spiritual crisis.

Context Overview

. Historical Setting: Likely written during the Assyrian threat to Jerusalem (c. 701 BC).
Judah was trusting in military alliances (especially with Egypt), while Isaiah called them
back to spiritual dependence on God.

. Structure: The chapter pivots from judgment (vv.1-14) to hope and restoration
(vv.15-24)

Body
1. The Woe on the Destroyer (v.1)
“Woe to you, destroyer... When you stop destroying, you will be destroyed.”

o Who'’s the destroyer? A reference to Assyria, but typologically includes all
oppressive powers.

. Key Insight: Divine justice is cyclical — those who wreak havoc will face it.

. Application: God does not overlook injustice. Trusting Him is wiser than alliances
with worldly powers.

2. A Prayer for Mercy (vv.2-6)

“O Lord, be gracious to us; we wait for you.”

o The faithful remnant prays — a contrast to Judah’s political scheming.
o “The stability of your times...” (v.6): Wisdom and knowledge will be the foundation of
salvation.

o Application: When society shakes, the faithful find their footing in God’s character.



3. God Rises to Judge (vv.7-14)

“Now | will arise,” says the Lord.

o Imagery of national collapse: brave men cry out, treaties fail, the land mourns.
. God’s response: He rises, like a warrior, to confront corruption and complacency.
o Application: Divine intervention often comes when human solutions fail.

4. The Characteristics of the Righteous (vv.15-16)

“He who walks righteously and speaks uprightly...”

o Ethical markers of righteousness: integrity, justice, distaste for exploitation.
. “Bread will be given him...” (v.16): A promise of provision and protection.
o Application: Righteous living yields spiritual security even in times of judgment.

5. The King in His Beauty & the New Zion (vv.17-24)
“Your eyes will see the King in his beauty.”

o Messianic overtones: Many see this as a glimpse of future glory, both eschatological
and present.

. Jerusalem renewed: free from terror, physically healed, spiritually restored.

o “None will say, ‘l am sick’” (v.24): Holistic healing accompanies divine presence.

. Application: God’s ultimate vision for His people is restoration — beauty, peace, and
health in Him.

Cross References for Deeper Study

e Theme Scripture Reference

e Godrising to judge Psalm 12:5

e Beauty of the King Revelation 22:1-5

¢ Righteous conduct Micah 6:8

e Deliverance & mercy Lamentations 3:22-26

Reflection Questions
1. What does Isaiah 33 reveal about the futility of self-reliance apart from God?
2. How do verses 15-16 challenge modern views of righteousness?

3. What practical ways can we wait for the Lord in chaotic seasons?



